
This list is preliminary and does not include many films made in the last five years. We’ve 
divided the list into two parts: Feature Films and Documentaries. Eventually, we will ask 
readers to submit reviews. If you have any suggestions for films to add to either list, please 
submit them to Gotham@gc.cuny.edu.  
 
FEATURE FILMS 
 
The Jazz Singer (1927) 
Directed by Alan Crosland 
 
The Crowd (1928) 
Directed by King Vidor  
 
42nd Street (1933) 
Directed by Lloyd Bacon  
 
Manhattan Melodrama (1934) 
Directed by W.S. Van Dyke 
 
My Sister Eileen (1942) 
Directed by Alexander Hall 
 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (1942) 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 
 
Pride of the Yankees (1942) 
Directed by Sam Wood 
 
The City across the River (1949) 
Directed by Maxwell Shane 
 
On the Town (1949) 
Directed by Stanley Donen & Gene Kelly  
 
Little Fugitive (1953) 
Directed by Morris Engel, Ray Ashley and Ruth Orkin 
 
KillerÕs Kiss (1955) 
Directed by Stanley Kubrick  
 
Guys and Dolls (1955) 
Directed by Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
 
Stage Struck (1958) 
Directed by Sidney Lumet 
 



Breakfast at TiffanyÕs (1961)  
Directed by Blake Edwards  
 
West Side Story (1961) 
Directed by Jerome Robbins and Robert Wise  
 
The World of Henry Orient (1964) 
Directed by George Roy Hill  
 
Barefoot in the Park (1967) 
Directed by Gene Saks 
 
The Incident (1967)  
Directed by Larry Peerce 
 
Planet of the Apes (1968) 
Franklin J. Schaffner 
 
RosemaryÕs Baby (1968) 
Directed by Roman Polanski 
  
Midnight Cowboy (1969) 
Directed by John Schlesinger  
 
The Out of Towners (1970) 
Directed by Arthur Hiller 
 
Desperate Characters (1971) 
Directed by Frank D. Gilroy  
 
The French Connection (1971) 
Directed by William Friedkin  
 
Shaft (1971) 
Directed by Gordon Parks  
 
The Panic in Needle Park (1971) 
Directed by Jerry Schatzberg  
 
Little Murders (1971) 
Directed by Alan Arkin 
 
The Godfather Part I (1972) 
Directed by Francis Ford Coppola  
 
Across 110th Street (1972) 



Directed by Barry Shear  
 
Lady Sings the Blues (1972) 
Directed by Sidney J. Furie 
 
Mean Streets (1973) 
Directed by Martin Scorsese 
 
Serpico (1973) 
Directed by Sidney Lumet 
 
Death Wish (1974) 
Directed by Michael Winner  
 
The Godfather Part II (1974) 
Directed by Francis Ford Coppola  
 
The Taking of Pelham One Two Three (1974) 
Directed by Joseph Sargent  
 
Hester Street (1975) 
Directed By Joan Micklin Silver 
 
Dog Day Afternoon (1975) 
Directed By Sidney Lumet 
 
The Prisoner of Second Avenue (1975) 
Directed by Melvin Frank  
 
Taxi Driver (1976) 
Directed by Martin Scorsese 
 
Next Stop, Greenwich Village (1976) 
Directed by Paul Mazursky 
 
Annie Hall (1977) 
Directed By Woody Allen 
 
Saturday Night Fever (1977) 
Directed by John Badham  
 
An Unmarried Woman (1978) 
Directed By Paul Mazursky 
 
Kramer vs. Kramer (1979)  
Directed by Robert Benton 



 
Manhattan (1979) 
Directed by Woody Allen  
 
The Warriors (1979) 
Directed by Walter Hill  
 
Raging Bull (1980) 
Directed by Martin Scorsese 
 
Night of the Juggler (1980) 
Directed by Robert Butler  
 
Times Square (1980) 
Directed by Alan Moyle 
 
Reds (1981) 
Directed by Warren Beatty 
 
Prince of the City (1981) 
Directed by Sidney Lumet 
 
Escape From New York (1981) 
Directed by John Carpenter  
 
Fort Apache the Bronx (1981) 
Directed by Daniel Petrie  
Tootsie (1982) 
Directed by Sydney Pollack 
 
Broadway Danny Rose (1984) 
Directed by Woody Allen 
 
Once Upon a Time in America (1984) 
Directed by Sergio Leone  
 
The Brother from another Planet (1984) 
Directed by John Sayles 
 
Moscow on the Hudson (1984) 
Directed by Paul Mazursky 
 
Desperately Seeking Susan (1985) 
Directed by Susan Seidelman 
 
After Hours (1985) 



Directed by Martin Scorsese 
 
Hannah and Her Sisters (1986) 
Directed by Woody Allen 
 
Sid and Nancy (1986)  
Directed by Alex Cox 
 
Moonstruck (1987) 
Directed by Norman Jewison 
 
Wall Street (1987) 
Directed by Oliver Stone  
 
Radio Days (1987) 
Directed by Woody Allen 
 
Crossing Delancey (1988) 
Directed by Joan Micklin Silver 
 
Working Girl (1988) 
Directed by Mike Nichols  
 
Bird (1988) 
Directed By Clint Eastwood 
 
When Harry Met Sally (1989) 
Directed By Rob Reiner 
 
Enemies: A Love Story (1989) 
Directed by Paul Mazursky 
 
Do the Right Thing (1989) 
Directed by Spike Lee  
 
New York Stories (1989) 
Directed by Wood Allen, Francis Ford Coppola, Martin Scorsese  
 
Goodfellas (1990) 
Directed by Martin Scorsese  
 
The King of New York (1990) 
Directed by Abel Ferrara 
 
Queens Logic (1991) 
Directed by Steve Rash  



 
Straight Out of Brooklyn (1991) 
Directed by Matty Rich 
 
Malcolm X (1992) 
Directed by Spike Lee 
 
Manhattan Murder Mystery (1993) 
Directed by Woody Allen 
 
A Bronx Tale (1993) 
Directed by Robert DeNiro  
 
Crooklyn (1994) 
Directed by Spike Lee  
 
Clockers (1995) 
Directed by Spike Lee  
 
Basketball Diaries (1995) 
Directed by Scott Kalvert 
 
Walking and Talking (1996) 
Directed by Nicole Holofcener 
 
Donnie Brasco (1997) 
Directed by Mike Newell 
 
Summer of Sam (1999) 
Directed by Spike Lee  
 
Requiem for a Dream (2000)  
Directed by Darren Aronofsky 
 
Chelsea Walls (2001) 
Directed by Ethan Hawke  
 
The Gangs of New York (2002) 
Directed by Martin Scorsese  
 
The 25th Hour (2002) 
Directed by Spike Lee  
 
Spiderman (2002) 
Directed by Sam Raimi 
 



The Squid and the Whale (2005) 
Directed by Noah Baumbach 
 
A Guide to Recognizing Your Saints (2006) 
Directed by Dito Montiel  
 



DOCUMENTARY 
 
Manahatta (1921) 
Directed by Paul Strand 
 
Bronx Morning (1931) 
Directed by Jay Leyda 
 
Bonus March  
New York Hoovervilles (1932) 
Hunger (1932) 
Workers Struggle in New York (1932-33) 
May Day Scenes 
Rent Strikes 
As I Walk  
Directed by the Workers Film and Photo League 
 
The City (1939) 
Directed by Ralph Steiner 
 
The Pursuit of Happiness (1940) 
Directed by Rudy Burkhardt 
 
The Window Cleaner (1945) 
Directed by Office of War Information 
 
In the Street (1952) 
Directed by Helen Levitt, James Agee, Janice Loeb 
 
Daybreak Express (1953)  
Directed by D.A. Pennebaker 
 
The Pursuit of Happiness (1940) 
The Climate of New York (1948) 
Under Brooklyn Bridge (1953)   
Up and Down the Waterfront 
Eastside Summer (1959) 
Default Averted (1975) 
Directed by Rudy Burkhardt 
 
Aviary (1955) 
Directed by Rudy Burkhardt and Joseph Cornell 
 
Wonder Ring (1955) 
Directed by Joseph Cornell 
 



What Mozart Saw on Mulberry Street (1956)  
Directed by Rudy Burkhardt and Joseph Cornell 
 
Nymphlight (1957) 
Directed by Rudy Burckhardt and Joseph Cornell 
 
A Legend for Fountains (1957) 
Directed by Joseph Cornell 
 
Bridges-Go-Round (1958) 
Directed by Shirley Clarke 
 
Pull My Daisy (1959) 
Directed by Robert Frank and Alfred Leslie 
 
Skyscraper (1960) 
Directed by Shirley Clarke 
 
My Own Yard to Play In (1971) 
Directed by Tony Schwartz 
Shot in midtown in the 1950’s 
 
Isaac Singer's Nightmare and Mrs. Pupko's Beard (1972) 
Directed by Bruce Davidson 
 
Grey Gardens (1975) 
Directed by David and Albert Maysles 
 
Part of Your Loving (1977) 
Directed by Tony DeNonno  
 
Italianamerican (1977) 
Directed by Martin Scorsese 
 
Stations of the Elevated (1979) 
Directed by Manfred Kirshheimer 
 
Heart of Loisada (1979)  
Directed by Marci Reaven and Beni Matias 
 
I Remember Harlem (1981) 
Directed by William Miles 
 
Clothesline (1981) 
Directed by Roberta Cantrow 
 



Brooklyn Bridge (1981) 
Directed by Ken Burns 
 
Tighten Your Belt, Bite the Bullet (1981) 
Directed by James Gaffney, Martin Lucas, Jonathan Miller (II) 
 
Wildstyle (1982)  
Directed by Charlie Ahearn 
 
Los Sures (1983) 
Directed by Diego Echeverria 
 
Style Wars (1983)  
Directed by Henry Chafant and Tony Silver 
 
Heaven Will Protect the Working Girl  
Five Points 
American Social History Project 
 
In Our Own Hands: June 12, 1982  
Directed by Robert Richter 
 
Where Can I Live? (1984) 
Directed by Erik Lewis 
 
World of Tomorrow (1984) 
Directed by Lance Bird and Tom Johnson 
 
Housing Court (1985) 
Directed by William Sarokin and Beni Matias 
 
Pigeon Game (1985) 
Directed by Nick Stein and Kevin Peer 
 
We Were So Beloved (1985) 
Directed by Manfred Kirshheimer 
 
Metropolitan Avenue (1986) 
Directed by Christine Noschese 
 
Home (1986) 
Directed by Juan Cristobal Cobo, Peter K. Hill and Christopher C. Johnson 
 
Before Stonewall (1986)  
Directed by Robert Rosenberg 
 



McSorley's New York (1987) 
Directed by Marcia Rock 
 
This is a History of New York (1987) 
Directed by Jem Cohen 
 
Almonds and Raisins (1988)  
Directed by Russ Karel and David Elstein 
 
Plena is Work, Plena Is Song (1989) 
Directed by Pedro Rivera and Susan Zeig  
 
Outrageous Taxi Stories (1989) 
Directed by Joe Berlinger 
 
Paris Is Burning (1990) 
Directed by Jennie Livingston 
 
Rice and Peas (1990) 
Directed by Karen Kramer 
 
Wedding Song: Henna Art among Pakistani Women in NYC (1990) 
Directed by Susan Slymovics and Amanda Dargan 
 
Casita Culture (1990) 
Directed by Cathe Neucom and Bette-Sue Hertz 
 
Green Streets (1990) 
Directed by Maria DeLuca 
 
Coney Island (1991) 
Directed by Ric Burns  
 
The Schvitz (1993) 
Directed by Jonathan Berman 
 
14th St. (1993) 
Directed by JoAnne Akalaitis 
 
No Irish Need Apply (1994) 
Directed by Marcia Rock 
 
Building the American Dream: Levittown, NY (1994) 
Directed by Stewart Bird 
 
Westbeth Growing Up (1995) 



Directed by Allison Prete 
 
Murder of the Century (1995) 
Written and Produced by Carl Charlson 
 
Lost Book Found (1996) 
Directed by Jem Cohen 
 
Palante, Siempre Palante! The Young Lords (1996)  
Directed by Iris Morales 
 
SUBWAYStories: Tales from the Underground (1997) 
Multiple directors  
 
A Life Apart: Hasidism in America (1997) 
Directed by Oren Rudavsky and Menachem Daum 
 
New York Underground (1997) 
Producer: Elena Mannes 
 
The Richest Man in the World: Andrew Carnegie (1997) 
Directed by Austin Hoyt 
 
Orphan Trains (1997) 
Directed by Janet Graham and Edward Gray 
 
Arguing the World (1998) 
Directed by Joseph Dorman 
 
On the Ropes (1999) 
Directed by Nanette Burstein and Brett Morgen 
 
Dog Days (1999) 
Directed by Noelle Dawn Smith 
 
New York: A Documentary (1999)  
Directed by Ric Burns  
 
Walter Rosenblum: In Search of Pitt Street (1999)  
Directed by Nina Rosenblum 
 
Passin' It On: 25 Years Organizing the Northwest Bronx (1999) 
Directed by Lyn Pyle 
 
The Pleasures of Urban Decay (1999) 
Directed by Sam Ball 



 
Houdini (2000) 
Produced by Nancy Porter and Beth Tierney 
 
Joe DiMaggio: A Hero's Life (2000) 
Produced and Directed by Mark Zwonitzer 
 
E. 96th St (2000) 
Directed by Molly Hein 
 
Calle 54 (2000) 
Directed by Fernando Trueba 
 
Book Wars (2000) 
Directed by Jason Rosette 
 
More than Flowers (2001)  
Directed by Laura Beer 
 
Something Wonderful May Happen: NY School of Poets and Beyond (2001)  
Directed by Lars Movin and Niels Plenge 
 
Heaven Touches Brooklyn (2001) 
Directed by Tony DeNonno 
 
Marcus Garvey: Look for Me in the Whirlwind (2001) 
Directed by Stanley Nelson 
 
The Cruise (2001) 
Directed by Bennett Miller 
 
Big Blue (2001) 
Directed by Justin Sullivan 
 
Dark Days (2001) 
Directed by Mark Singer  
 
The Brave Man (2001) 
Directed by Joseph McCarthy 
 
Collector of Bedford St (2002) 
Directed by Alice Elliott 
 
Giuliani (2002)  
Directed by Celia Lowenstein 
 



7th Street (2002) 
Directed by Josh Pais 
 
The Slocum is Burning!  
Directed by Christian Bauddausin 
 
WTC Uncut (2002) 
Directed by Steven Mudrick and Bryan Kortis 
 
The First 24 Hours (2002) 
Directed by Etienne Sauret 
 
Hospital at Ground Zero (2002) 
Directed by Nina Rosenblum, William Cole, Antonio Dajer 
 
A Good Uplift (2003) 
Directed by Faye Lederman 
 
Represent Bushwick (2003) 
Directed by Sam Goetz 
 
From the Ashes (2003) 
Directed by Deborah Shaffer 
 
Gotham Fish Tales (2003) 
Directed by Robert Maas 
 
The Boys of 2nd Street Park (2003) 
Directed by Ron Berger & Dan Klores 
 
Brooklyn: Among the Ruins (2005) 
Directed by Suzanne Wasserman 
 
One Track Mind (2005) 
Directed by Jeremy Workman  
 
Mad Hot Ballroom (2005) 
Directed by Marilyn Agrelo 
 
Giuliani Time (2007) 
Directed by William Cole 
 
From Mambo to Hip Hop: A South Bronx Tale (2006) 
Directed by Henry Chalfant 


